Cutting out the rip-offs

Hammersmith & Shepherds Bush Gazette, 15 May 2009

Londoners have MEPs to thank for rescuing them from rip-off mobile phone companies.
Having already forced a reduction in roaming charges for making mobile phone calls abroad, the European Parliament has now tackled SMS text and data charges. From 1st July Londoners using their mobile phones across the EU will be able to relax knowing that they won’t come home to huge rip-off bills. 

Britons travelling abroad have typically been charged 42p per text, while other Europeans only pay 4p for the same service. Action by MEPs means that the cost of texting home will be capped at 10p per text and receiving texts will be free of charge. The cost of mobile internet use will also fall significantly. 
It is disappointing that London Conservative MEP Syed Kamall refused to vote for EU action to bring down the cost of mobile charges. Europhobia seems to lead Conservatives to oppose even common sense Europe-wide co-ordination that benefits consumers. 
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