It may be unpopular to speak up for the European Union, but the reality is often that Europe leads and the UK reluctantly follows, dragging its feet and complaining.

Take the environment. National and local government talk up this important issue, but delay and buck passing are the norm. I recently sought H&F Council’s help in disposing of an old desktop computer in an environmentally-friendly way. The Council was far more interested in downplaying its obligations as a local authority than in actually helping a local resident do the right thing. Meanwhile UK landfill sites are overflowing with discarded electronic equipment because the UK is the last EU country to comply with the European Electronic Waste Directive (finally being implemented next month- a mere 3 years late).
So while UK local and national government pay lipservice to the environment, just about anyone you care to name in Europe is way ahead of us.  The recently announced 50% recycling target for 2020 does not even match the 2007 standards of Germany (58%) and the Netherlands (65%). Our environmental future would be far more secure if we embraced Europe’s lead rather than being perpetual laggards.
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It may be unpopular to speak up for the European Union, but the reality is often that Europe leads and the UK reluctantly follows, dragging its feet and complaining loudly.

Take the environment. National and local government both talk up this important issue, but when it comes to actually implementing (let alone initiating) environmental measures procrastination is the order of the day. I recently sought H&F Council’s help in disposing of an old computer in an environmentally-friendly way. The Council was far more interested in passing the buck “[disposal] is a producer responsibility and the new [European] directive places no obligations on local authorities” than in actually helping a local resident do the right thing. Meanwhile UK landfill sites are brimming with a million tons a year’s worth of discarded electrical equipment, because our national government has been so slow to implement the European directive which makes electrical goods producers responsible for recycling.  
And despite the fact that it claims to support the “polluter pays” principle, the UK government now faces legal action from the EU because it has been unwilling to hold polluters accountable for incidents which are their responsibility.
While UK national and local government pay lipservice to the environment, Italians, Lithuanians, Latvians and just about anyone else you care to name in Europe, are way ahead of us.  Our environmental future would be far more secure if we embraced Europe’s lead rather than being perpetual laggards.
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