Dear Editor, 

50 years ago European countries began a unique experiment. In the first half of the 20th Century Europe was a greater source of instability and conflict than the Middle East is today, yet now war here is unthinkable and the iron curtain which blighted the second half of the 20th Century has been swept aside. 
People love to grumble about the EU, but risk throwing out the baby with the bathwater. Of course, as with any political entity anywhere, much could be improved. Yet quite apart from the “big one” of delivering peace, security and prosperity to 500 million people, the EU has brought many more prosaic benefits: freedom to study, work, live, access healthcare and even buy a holiday home (taken up by over 2 million Britons) throughout the EU, common standards for data protection, consumer safety, mobile phone roaming, pet passports and so on. 
The paradox that many Eurosceptics fail to appreciate is that in a global era the best way for a small country like Britain to increase its influence is by selectively pooling sovereignty. This is especially true in the fields of international trade, security and diplomacy (where the EU is one of the “quartet” of global powers), climate change, the fight against global poverty and energy procurement policy.  
All this comes at a net cost to Britain of less than £5billion, or about 2 weeks of NHS spending. But don’t take my word for it- the best testimonial for the benefits of EU membership is the long queue of would-be members.
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