EU funding is welcome
Hammersmith, Fulham & Shepherd’s Bush Gazette, 13 July 2007
In a speech to parliament a couple of weeks ago our local Tory MP, Greg Hands, noted that Hammersmith & Fulham has the second largest number of EU residents anywhere in the country after Kensington & Chelsea.

Yet, in the same speech, he went on to criticise the principle of EU funding for integration and community cohesion. Mr. Hands seems to think this funding is tantamount to the EU “being in charge of integration”.

The reality is simply that the EU offers funds to support freedom of movement policies that have helped British citizens move to Spain and Polish plumbers come to London.

A more sensible approach would be to ensure that Hammersmith & Fulham benefits from EU integration funds.

Mr. Hands’ position seems particularly strange given the fact that our Tory Council recently complained that central government grants are insufficient to take account of recent EU immigration into our Borough.

Instead of ensuring Europe helps pay for local consequences of European policies, Mr. Hands appears to be willing to allow his dislike of the EU to trump the needs of his own constituents.
Liberal Democrats welcome the benefits of EU immigration (a recent TUC survey concluded that EU immigrants are net contributors to the British economy, even after taking account of the public services they use) and the freedom of movement which enables British citizens to live in other EU countries.

Unlike Mr. Hands, we also welcome the funds the EU provides to help all EU immigrants integrate into their new communities.
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