Achievements of Liberal Democrats in Europe

The top 3 achievements driven forward in Europe by Liberals are:

· Catching criminals and bringing them to justice – under the European Arrest Warrant other countries now have to extradite swiftly suspects so that they can be put on trial here; this brought 21/7 bomber Hussein Osman back to the UK in just 3 weeks

· Making people safer - banning toxic chemicals in everyday products that could have harmed people

· Saving you money – helping to cut the cost of phone calls at home by liberalising the market; and on mobiles when we travel to different countries by cracking down on unfair roaming charges

Creating Prosperity & Jobs 

Liberal Democrats have fought for a better deal for business travellers and holidaymakers alike.

For shoppers

· Cheaper telecoms across Europe: We have fought to liberalise telecoms right across Europe so that British citizens get a fair deal wherever they are. Since 2000 the average cost of a three minute call has fallen by 65%.

· Making it easier to transfer money in Europe: Liberal Democrats campaigned for easy cashless payments anywhere in the EU (covering card transactions, bank transfers and direct debits).  The Single European Payments Area (SEPA) now makes it much cheaper to transfer money anywhere in the EU for little or no charge.

· Cheaper and more secure gas & electricity markets: Liberal Democrats have fought for common rules for the internal market in electricity. We want to ensure better conditions for investment ensuring security of supply and more access for renewable sources of energy.

· Standing up for British shoppers abroad: We stand up for the consumer’s right to buy goods in other EU countries and bring them back to the UK. We stand up for returning consumers unfairly targeted by overzealous customs officials.

For business travellers and holidaymakers

· Cheaper mobile-phone roaming: We backed moves to cap mobile-phone roaming charges so that the cost of roaming will fall by 70%.

· Free emergency healthcare abroad: Liberal Democrats stand up for British travellers abroad, backing the EU Health Card, which gives British tourists the right to claim medical treatment abroad. 

· Safer travel by air: We fought to get unsafe airlines blacklisted from EU airports and to force airlines to give consumers a refund when they face unacceptable delays. The legislation covers all airlines, including those of third countries who fly to EU airports and thus carry EU citizens.

· Better treatment for railway passengers: We have backed new rules that will open up Europe’s cross-border rail travel, improve safety and eventually provide compensation in the event of delays on cross-border services.

For workers and their families

· Minimum holiday rights: The EU Working Time Directive ensures that everyone has a right to a minimum of 20 days annual leave. Employees are protected against working excessive hours, but can work more if they choose to. 

A Green Europe

Improving animal welfare: Liberal Democrats fought for stricter animal welfare rules in the European Parliament.

Combating climate change: Liberal Democrats have backed vital legislation to cut carbon emissions, reduce our energy consumption and invest more in renewable sources of energy. We have fought to:

· Reduce CO2 emissions from cars.

· Develop Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS).

· Agree a method for sharing the burden of carbon reduction fairly between Member States.

· Update the 2005 Emissions Trading Scheme.

· Promote energy from renewable sources.

· Cutting VAT rates on repair and renovations to improve energy efficiency of homes
Backing the testing of thousands of dangerous chemicals: Liberal Democrats backed a new regulation for the registration, evaluation and authorisation of up to 30,000 dangerous chemicals used in every day products.
 We support the removal of the most dangerous and toxic substances from use and replacing them with safer alternatives. We fought off the most unreasonable demands from the chemicals industry to create a safer environment.

Collection and recycling of batteries: Liberal Democrats backed new rules to require national governments to introduce schemes for the collection and recycling of spent portable batteries.
 Currently only six Member States have such schemes despite the harm they represent to the environment through leakage of mercury and cadmium.

Bathing Water Directive: Thanks to the Liberal Democrats, from 2013 bathers will be able to swim in the sea with greater certainty of the quality of the water. Information on the safety of bathing water must be available on the internet and at bathing sites. 

Reducing flood damage: 80% of Europe's rivers flow across borders so national measures alone cannot combat the problems of flooding. Liberal Democrats backed new rules requiring countries to coordinate flood risk assessment and management and focus on risk rather then on damage reconstruction. Member States are now required to draw up flood risk maps. 

Reliable health claims on food products: Liberal Democrats have insisted on clear definitions of "low energy", "low fat" or "high fibre" on food products
. The European Food Safety Authority and the European Commission will screen all the existing health claims on the market, with particular attention to children’s products. This gives consumers greater choice and a better idea of what they are really getting. 
Cleaner water: Liberal Democrats have backed EU plans for cleaner water. 13 of the 33 pollutants covered by the directive are considered as "priority hazardous substances" including cadmium and mercury.

Aviation in EU Emissions Trading System (ETS): Liberal Democrats back inclusion of flights in the EU ETS. From 1st January 2012 all flights starting and/or landing in Europe will be included in the Emissions Trading Scheme. In the first period, until 2012, airline emissions are to be cut by three percent, and from 2013 onwards the emissions will have to decrease by five percent.

Safer food: The Liberal Democrats have backed the common authorisation of all food additives, flavourings and food enzymes. With this move, all over the single market, these food additives will not get to the dinner table without a thorough health check.

Fighting Crime, Protecting Liberty

European Arrest Warrant: Liberal Democrats backed the European Arrest Warrant, a fast-track extradition system, which has brought hundreds of criminal suspects to justice, including the failed July 2005 suicide bomber Osman Hussein. The Conservatives voted against.

Data privacy and anti-terrorism: Liberal Democrats support tough measures to tackle criminals and terrorists but we believe that this must come with safeguards. We have raised concerns over the sharing of personal data like air passenger name records with the US, the finger printing of children, banning liquids and medicines on aircraft, full body scanners at airports.

Opposition to intrusion into privacy: Liberal Democrats secured important safeguards on new snooping laws giving phone and credit card information to US security agencies. 

Campaigning against discrimination: Liberal Democrats supported action to outlaw discrimination against gays & lesbians. MEPs have attended gay parade events throughout Europe (e.g. in Warsaw, Riga, Moscow, Zagreb and Istanbul). Liberal Democrats have voiced opposition to the Italian government’s policy of Prejudice and discrimination have also characterised attitudes in many countries segregating and fingerprinting the Roma community. We have brought the matter to the attention of human rights authorities and raised the matter directly with the Italian government.

Stronger in the World

Opening up defence markets in Europe: In January 2009, Liberal Democrat MEPs backed proposed rules to help Britain and Europe get better value for money from their defence budgets.
 The Conservatives abstained and UKIP voted against.

Exposing secret CIA flights: Following a year long inquiry by a temporary committee of the European Parliament, building on work already done by the Council of Europe, MEPs confirmed their suspicions that over 1000 secret flights operated by the CIA had used European airspace from 2001-2005, including the likely use of temporary secret detention facilities on EU territory in conjunction with the US war on terror. The practice was roundly condemned as infringing basic civil liberties.

Putting Europe’s House in Order

Campaigning for a single seat for the EP: Liberal Democrats have long campaigned for a single seat for the European parliament, which currently wastes taxpayers money because MEPs and staff have to travel between Brussels and Strasbourg.
 Unfortunately the whole arrangement is enshrined in European treaties – a French demand that John Major’s Conservative  government should never have caved in to.

Strengthening Parliament's approval of a new Commission: The Liberal Democrats fought for tougher hearings for new European Commissioners. Each Commissioner-designate will have to appear before the appropriate parliamentary committees for a public hearing.  Liberal Democrats have also insisted that in the event of any mid-term appointment changes or reshuffles, the commissioners must face a hearing of the relevant parliamentary committees.

The European Ombudsman: Liberal Democrats believe that MEPs must be held to account like any other public servants. Liberal Democrats fought to strengthen the access of the European Ombudsman to all documents relevant for his investigations.

Common statute for MEPs: MEPs agreed a deal with Member States whereby they would all be paid a common salary equivalent to 38% that of a judge at the Court of Justice (ie. approximately €8500/month).
 This would replace existing arrangements where every MEP is paid the same as their national parliamentary colleagues which has led to enormous discrepancies. The common statute will be accompanied by a reform of parliamentary allowances.

Liberal Democrats have constantly championed transparency and clarity in expenses in the interest of accountability to the electorate and remain the most outspoken advocates of reform. We have sought always to defend the principles of transparency and accountability in the use of public money, including denouncing bad practice and campaigning for tighter rules.
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